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during this trip is their sense of obligation to
fight oppression and cruelty wherever it ap-
pears, and that any group of people who are de-
grading another group of people have to be
fought against with whatever tools we have
available to us.

So obviously, it’s a moving experience, a
moving moment. We want to thank those who
arranged for the tour and the people of Ghana
for preserving this history. As painful as it is, I
think that it helps to teach all of us that we have
to do what we can to fight against the kinds of
evils that, sadly, still exist in our world, not just
on this continent but in every corner of the
globe.

And I think, as Americans and as African
Americans, obviously, there’s a special sense
that on the one hand this place was a place of
profound sadness; on the other hand, it is here

where the journey of much of the African
American experience began. And symbolically,
to be able to come back with my family, with
Michelle and our children, and see the portal
through which the diaspora began, but also to
be able to come back here in celebration with
the people of Ghana of the extraordinary prog-
ress that we’ve made because of the courage of
so many, Black and White, to abolish slavery
and ultimately win civil rights for all people, I
think, is a source of hope. It reminds us that as
bad as history can be, it’s also possible to over-
come.

Thanks, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:57 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to his mother-in-law Mari-
an Robinson. Audio was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to Departure from Accra, Ghana
July 11, 2009 

Hello, Ghana. Thank you. Thank you. I want
to thank the people of Ghana for this extraordi-
nary visit. Michelle and I have been greatly
honored to be joined by President Mills and his
lovely wife. They have been gracious hosts. 

You know, your President and I have a lot in
common. We’re both lawyers; we’re both for-
mer law professors; we’re both new Presidents.
We both like to think of ourselves as athletes.
The difference is President Mills played hockey
on the national team of Ghana, and I played
basketball mostly in my backyard. [Laughter]
But we both love sports.

We’re both proud of serving our countries.
And today I want to honor President Mills for
his strong and thoughtful leadership, his devo-
tion to democracy, and his commitment for the
future of this nation. 

Now, I also want to thank the magnificent
welcoming committee, including the drummers
and the dancers. Michelle and I and our daugh-
ters enjoyed it very much. 

I want to recognize our Peace Corps volun-
teers who are here. You know, Ghana was the
very first nation to host young people from the
Peace Corps. And for decades, our two nations
have formed vital partnerships and lasting

friendships because of this program. So all of
you in the Peace Corps, you are doing an out-
standing job, and we’re proud of you. 

As somebody whose father comes from Afri-
ca, obviously, this visit has been particularly
meaningful for me. I’ve had a chance to discuss
the future of Ghana but also the future of Africa
with President Mills. I’ve spoken to the Parlia-
ment here in Ghana about America’s commit-
ment to supporting democracy and develop-
ment. Michelle and I visited La General Hospi-
tal, where we met with beautiful women and
their children who are getting the care that they
need for a healthy start. 

And finally, we toured Cape Coast Castle, a
place for centuries where men, women, and
children of this nation and surrounding areas
were sold into slavery. I’ll never forget the im-
age of my two young daughters, the descen-
dants of Africans and African Americans, walk-
ing through those doors of no return, but then
walking back those doors of return. It was a re-
markable reminder that while the future is un-
knowable, the winds always blow in the direc-
tion of human progress. 

At each point of our visit here, I was remind-
ed of the enduring bond between our nations.



July 11 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009

1094

The men and women taken from this nation
helped to build my own. And today, many of
our leading citizens trace their roots to these
shores. Your first President attended a univer-
sity in the United States, as did your current
one. Great civil rights leaders of America, like
Dr. Martin Luther King, looked to the inde-
pendence movement here in Ghana and asked
themselves, “If Africans can live freely in Afri-
ca, why can’t African Americans live freely in
America?” 

And immigrants from Ghana and from all
across Africa have thrived all across America.
Today, both our nations are diverse and vi-
brant democracies. Here in Ghana, many dif-
ferent ethnic groups speak many languages,
but have found a way to live and work together
in peace. People here can speak freely and
worship freely. You have a robust civil society,
fair elections, and a free press, a growing mar-
ket economy, and a sense of energy and opti-
mism. And every day with its success, Ghana
sends a simple message to the world that de-
mocracy can thrive in Africa.

So we in America are proud of our partner-
ship with Ghana. Together, we’ve worked to
advance education and fight poverty. We’ve
made real and measurable strides in fighting
diseases from malaria to tuberculosis to polio
and neglected tropical diseases. This is a part-
nership we intend to continue. It’s a partner-
ship based not just on shared interests, but on
shared ideals, ideals forged in struggles for in-
dependence that have made our countries who
they are. 

We believe that democracy is not simply a
gift from previous generations, but a responsi-
bility for each generation to preserve and to
pass on. We believe that no one, whether it’s
through the influence of politics, the power of
money, or the fear of force is above the law.
And we believe that we’re all equal, all en-
dowed with basic human dignity, all entitled to
basic human rights. 

It is up to each of us, every one of us, to up-
hold those ideals. This is true not just in Ghana
but for all of Africa. America wants to partner
with the people and nations of Africa, but we

all know that the future of Africa is in the
hands of Africa. 

So I especially want to, again, speak to the
young people of Africa. In places like Ghana,
you make up more than half the population,
and here is what you must know, that the
world is what you make of it. You have the
power to hold your leaders accountable and to
build institutions that serve the people. You
can serve in communities like these Peace
Corps workers and harness your energy and
education to renew and build connections be-
tween the world. You can conquer disease and
end conflict and make change from the bot-
tom up. You can do all that. 

And I promise you this: If you seize this op-
portunity, if you take responsibility for your fu-
ture, America will be with you every step of
the way as a partner and as a friend. Freedom
is your inheritance, hard won 52 years ago by
men and women determined to cast off the ti-
tle of subjects for the title of citizens and claim
for themselves and their children the liberties
that are all of our birthrights. 

Dr. King came here to Ghana to witness the
culmination of that struggle. He watched as
the Union Jack was lowered and the Ghanaian
flag was raised at the Parliament. He marveled
at the site of the Duchess of Kent dancing with
the new Ghanaian President at the state ball.
And in a sermon he gave upon returning home
to America, he said of this new nation, “There
is a great day ahead. The future is on its side.”
Those words ring just as true today as they did
more than half a century ago. 

Great days lie ahead for this nation. The fu-
ture is on Ghana’s side. I promise that Ameri-
ca will be with you. And together we will cre-
ate a better world. 

Thank you, Ghana. God bless you, and God
bless the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:24 p.m. at
Kotoka International Airport. In his remarks,
he referred to President John Evans Atta Mills
of Ghana and his wife Naadu. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of President Mills.
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Remarks on the Nomination of Regina M. Benjamin To Be Surgeon General
and an Exchange With Reporters
July 13, 2009 

The President. Good morning, everybody.
Before I introduce America’s next Surgeon
General, I’d like to say a few words about our
ongoing efforts to reform the health care system
that she will help oversee.

We are now closer to the goal of health care
reform than we have ever been. Over the last
several weeks, key committees in the House
and the Senate have made important and un-
precedented progress on a plan that will lower
costs, provide better care for patients, and curb
the worst practices of the insurance companies.
It’s a plan that will not add to our deficit over
the next decade. Let me repeat that: It is a plan
that will not add to our deficit over the next de-
cade and eventually will help lower our deficit
by slowing the skyrocketing costs of Medicare
and Medicaid.

Now, even though we are close, I’ve got no il-
lusions that it’s going to be easy to get over the
finish line. There are going to be more debates
and more disagreements before all is said and
done. But health care reform must be done.

I know there are those who believe we
should wait to solve this problem, or take a
more incremental approach, or simply do noth-
ing. But this is the kind of criticism we heard
when the country tried to pass Medicare, a pro-
gram that is now providing quality care to gen-
erations of American seniors. It’s the kind of
criticism we heard when we tried to pass the
Children’s Health Insurance Program, which
has provided quality care and coverage to mil-
lions of kids. It’s the same Washington thinking
that has ignored big challenges and put off
tough decisions for decades. And it is precisely
that kind of small thinking that has led us into
the current predicament.

So make no mistake: The status quo on
health care is no longer an option for the Unit-
ed States of America. If we step back from this
challenge right now, we will leave our children
a legacy of debt, a future of crushing costs that
bankrupt our families, our businesses, and be-
cause we will have done nothing to bring down
the costs of Medicare and Medicaid, will crush

our Government. Premiums will continue to
skyrocket, placing what amounts to another tax
on American families struggling to pay bills.
The insurance companies and special interests
that have killed reform in the past will only con-
tinue to benefit even more, and they’ll continue
to deny coverage to Americans with preexisting
medical conditions. People will continue to lose
health insurance just because they lose their job
or they change jobs.

This is a future that we cannot afford. This
country can’t afford to have health care premi-
ums rise three times faster than people’s wages,
as they did over the last decade. We can’t afford
14,000 Americans losing their health care every
single day. We can’t afford a future where our
Government will eventually spend more on
Medicare and Medicaid than what we spend on
everything else.

And during the campaign, I promised health
care reform that would control costs, expand
coverage, and ensure choice. And I promised
that Americans making $250,000 a year or less
would not pay more in taxes. These are promis-
es that we’re keeping as reform moves forward.

This is no longer a problem we can wait to
fix; this is about who we are as a country. Health
care reform is about every family’s health, but
it’s also about the health of the economy. So I
just want to put everybody on notice, because
there was a lot of chatter during the week that I
was gone: We are going to get this done; inac-
tion is not an option. And for those naysayers
and cynics who think that this is not going to
happen, don’t bet against us. We are going to
make this thing happen because the American
people desperately need it.

And even those who are satisfied with their
health care right now, they understand that if
premiums keep on doubling and if employers
keep on shedding health insurance because it’s
unsustainable and if you look at the trajectory of
where Medicare and Medicaid are going, then
inaction will create the biggest crisis of all.

And so I understand people are a little ner-
vous and a little scared about making change.


	Remarks at a Virtual Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Annandale, Virginia
	July 1, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Business Leaders and an Exchange With Reporters
	July 2, 2009

	Statement on Senate Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	July 2, 2009

	Statement on the 45th Anniversary of the Civil Rights Act
	July 2, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 4, 2009

	Remarks at an Independence Day Celebration
	July 4, 2009

	Interview With ITAR–TASS/Rossiya TV
	July 2, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia in Moscow, Russia
	July 6, 2009

	Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the Russian Federation on Afghanistan
	July 6, 2009

	Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the Russian Federation on Missile Defense Issues
	July 6, 2009

	Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the Russian Federation on Nuclear Cooperation
	July 6, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia in Moscow
	July 6, 2009

	Interview With AllAfrica.com
	July 2, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Vladimir V. Putin of Russia in Moscow
	July 7, 2009

	Remarks at a Graduation Ceremony at the New Economic School in Moscow, Russia
	July 7, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia in Moscow
	July 7, 2009

	Remarks at the Parallel Business Summit in Moscow
	July 7, 2009

	Remarks at the Parallel Civil Society Summit in Moscow
	July 7, 2009

	Statement on Health Care Reform
	July 7, 2009

	Remarks During a Meeting With Opposition Leaders in Moscow
	July 7, 2009

	Joint Understanding by President Barack H. Obama and President Dmitry A. Medvedev on the START Follow-on Treaty
	July 6, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Giorgio Napolitano in Rome, Italy
	July 8, 2009

	Telephone Remarks to the Influenza Preparedness Summit in Bethesda, Maryland
	July 9, 2009

	Remarks on the Declaration by the Major Economies Forum on Energy and Climate Change in L’Aquila, Italy
	July 9, 2009

	Declaration by the Leaders of the Major Economies Forum on Energy and Climate
	July 9, 2009

	The President’s News Conference in L’Aquila, Italy
	July 10, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President John Evans Atta Mills of Ghana in Accra, Ghana
	July 11, 2009

	Remarks at La General Hospital in Accra
	July 11, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 11, 2009

	Remarks to the Ghanaian Parliament in Accra
	July 11, 2009

	Remarks Following a Tour of Cape Coast Castle in Cape Coast, Ghana
	July 11, 2009

	Remarks Prior to Departure from Accra, Ghana
	July 11, 2009

	Remarks on the Nomination of Regina M. Benjamin To Be Surgeon General and an Exchange With Reporters
	July 13, 2009

	Remarks Honoring the 2008 Major League Soccer Champion Columbus Crew
	July 13, 2009

	Remarks in a Discussion on Urban and Metropolitan Policy
	July 13, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende of the Netherlands and an Exchange With Reporters
	July 14, 2009

	Remarks at Macomb Community College in Warren, Michigan
	July 14, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	July 14, 2009

	Statement on the Reelection of President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia
	July 14, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996
	July 14, 2009

	Remarks on Health Care Reform
	July 15, 2009

	Statement on Senate Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	July 15, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Action on Education Reform Legislation
	July 15, 2009

	Remarks at a Fundraiser for Governor Jon S. Corzine in Holmdel, New Jersey
	July 16, 2009

	Remarks at a Rally for Governor Jon S. Corzine in Holmdel
	July 16, 2009

	Statement on the American Medical Association’s Support for Health Care Reform Legislation
	July 16, 2009

	Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Designating Emergency Funds To Enhance Capabilities To Combat the Global Influenza Outbreak
	July 16, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Former Liberian Regime of Charles Taylor
	July 16, 2009

	Remarks Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the NAACP in New York City
	July 16, 2009

	Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in Jakarta, Indonesia
	July 17, 2009

	Statement on the Death of Walter L. Cronkite
	July 17, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 18, 2009

	Remarks at the Children’s National Medical Center
	July 20, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Crewmembers of the Apollo 11 Moon Landing
	July 20, 2009

	Statement on a Meeting With Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
	July 20, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the United States-India Nuclear Cooperation Approval and Nonproliferation Enhancement Act
	July 20, 2009

	Remarks on Health Care Reform
	July 21, 2009

	Remarks at a White House Event Celebrating Country Music
	July 21, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq
	July 22, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Action on Pay-As-You-Go Legislation
	July 22, 2009

	The President’s News Conference
	July 22, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Shaker Heights, Ohio
	July 23, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Chicago, Illinois
	July 23, 2009

	Remarks at the Department of Education
	July 24, 2009

	Remarks Prior to Press Secretary Robert L. Gibbs’s Briefing
	July 24, 2009

	Remarks on Signing a Proclamation Honoring the 19th Anniversary of the Americans With Disabilities Act
	July 24, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 25, 2009

	Remarks at the United States-China Strategic and Economic Dialogue
	July 27, 2009

	Remarks Honoring the 2008 Women’s National Basketball Association Champion Detroit Shock
	July 27, 2009

	Remarks at a Reception Honoring World Ambassadors
	July 27, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session
	July 28, 2009

	Statement on the 56th Anniversary of National Korean War Armistice Day
	July 28, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Raleigh, North Carolina
	July 29, 2009

	Statement on Congressional Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	July 29, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Food Safety Legislation
	July 30, 2009

	Statement on a Discussion With Professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and Sergeant James Crowley
	July 30, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Actions of Certain Persons To Undermine the Sovereignty of Lebanon or Its Democratic Processes and Institutions
	July 30, 2009

	Remarks During a Meeting With President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo of the Philippines and an Exchange With Reporters
	July 30, 2009

	Remarks on the National Economy
	July 31, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Legislation to Fund the CAR Allowance Rebate System
	July 31, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 1, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	August 1, 2009

	Statement on the Recovery of the Remains of Captain Michael S. “Scott” Speicher in Iraq
	August 2, 2009

	Remarks at George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia
	August 3, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Amir Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah of Kuwait
	August 3, 2009

	Remarks on the Release of American Journalists by North Korea
	August 5, 2009

	Remarks at Monaco RV, LLC, in Wakarusa, Indiana
	August 5, 2009

	Videotaped Remarks to the African Growth and Opportunity Act Forum
	August 5, 2009

	Remarks on the Nomination of John V. Roos To Be Ambassador to Japan
	August 6, 2009

	Remarks on Senate Confirmation of Sonia M. Sotomayor as a Supreme Court Associate Justice and an Exchange With Reporters
	August 6, 2009

	Statement on Senate Passage of Legislation to Fund the CAR Allowance Rebate System
	August 6, 2009

	Remarks at a Fundraiser for Gubernatorial Candidate R. Creigh Deeds in McLean, Virginia
	August 6, 2009

	Remarks at a Rally for Gubernatorial Candidate R. Creigh Deeds in McLean
	August 6, 2009

	Remarks on the National Economy
	August 7, 2009

	Statement on 11th Anniversary of the Embassy Terrorist Attacks in Kenya and Tanzania
	August 7, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 8, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With President Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico and Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada in Guadalajara, Mexico
	August 10, 2009

	Joint Statement by President Barack Obama, President Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico, and Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada
	August 10, 2009

	Joint Statement by President Barack Obama, President Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico, and Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada on Climate Change and Clean Energy
	August 10, 2009

	Joint Statement by President Barack Obama, President Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico, and Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada on the Global Influenza Outbreak
	August 10, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Portsmouth, New Hampshire
	August 11, 2009

	Statement on the Death of Eunice Kennedy Shriver
	August 11, 2009

	Statement on the Detention of Aung San Suu Kyi in Burma
	August 11, 2009

	Remarks at a Reception Honoring Supreme Court Associate Justice Sonia M. Sotomayor
	August 12, 2009

	Remarks on Presenting the Presidential Medal of Freedom
	August 12, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of Emergency Regarding Export Control Regulations
	August 13, 2009

	Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget Amendments for Fiscal Year 2010 for the Department of Defense
	August 13, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Belgrade, Montana
	August 14, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 15, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Grand Junction, Colorado
	August 15, 2009

	Remarks at the Veterans of Foreign Wars Convention in Phoenix, Arizona
	August 17, 2009

	Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Nazran, Ingushetia, Russia
	August 17, 2009

	Remarks During a Meeting With President Mohamed Hosni Mubarak of Egypt and an Exchange With Reporters
	August 18, 2009

	Statement on the Death of Former President Kim Dae-jung of South Korea
	August 18, 2009

	Remarks Honoring the 2008 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Champion
	August 19, 2009

	Interview With Michael A. Smerconish of the “Michael Smerconish Morning Show”
	August 20, 2009

	Remarks at the Organizing for America National Health Care Forum and a Question-and-Answer Session
	August 20, 2009

	Remarks on the Presidential and Provincial Elections in Afghanistan and an Exchange With Reporters
	August 21, 2009

	Videotaped Remarks on the Observance of Ramadan
	August 21, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 22, 2009

	Remarks on the Reappointment of Ben S. Bernanke as Chairman of the Federal Reserve in Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts
	August 25, 2009

	Remarks on the Death of Senator Edward M. Kennedy from Chilmark, Massachusetts
	August 26, 2009

	Statement on the Death of Senator Edward M. Kennedy
	August 26, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 29, 2009

	Eulogy at the Funeral Service for Senator Edward M. Kennedy in Boston, Massachusetts
	August 29, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting an Alternative Plan for Pay Increases for Civilian Federal Employees
	August 31, 2009

	Remarks on H1N1 Influenza Preparedness and Response
	September 1, 2009

	Remarks at the Iftar Dinner
	September 1, 2009

	Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Designating Supplemental Funds To Enhance Capabilities To Combat the Global Influenza Outbreak
	September 2, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	September 5, 2009

	Remarks at the AFL–CIO Labor Day Picnic in Cincinnati, Ohio
	September 7, 2009

	Question-and-Answer Session With Students at Wakefield High School in Arlington, Virginia
	September 8, 2009

	Remarks to Students and Faculty at Wakefield High School in Arlington
	September 8, 2009

	Statement on the G–20 Summit in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
	September 8, 2009

	Remarks at a Memorial Service for Walter L. Cronkite in New York City
	September 9, 2009

	Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol Amending the France- United States Taxation Convention
	September 9, 2009

	Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on Health Care Reform
	September 9, 2009

	Remarks on Health Care Reform
	September 10, 2009

	Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting and an Exchange With Reporters
	September 10, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Certain Terrorist Attacks
	September 10, 2009

	Remarks Honoring the 2009 Stanley Cup Champion Pittsburgh Penguins
	September 10, 2009

	Remarks at a Wreath-Laying Ceremony at the Pentagon Memorial in Arlington, Virginia
	September 11, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	September 12, 2009

	Remarks in Minneapolis, Minnesota
	September 12, 2009

	Remarks in New York City
	September 14, 2009

	Remarks During a Discussion With General Motors Employees in Lordstown, Ohio
	September 15, 2009

	Remarks at the General Motors Assembly Plant in Lordstown
	September 15, 2009

	Remarks at the AFL–CIO National Convention in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
	September 15, 2009

	Remarks at a Fundraiser for Senator Arlen Specter in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
	September 15, 2009

	Remarks at a Reception for Senator Arlen Specter in Philadelphia
	September 15, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada and an Exchange With Reporters
	September 16, 2009

	Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada on Accelerating Economic Recovery and Job Creation
	September 16, 2009

	Remarks at an Olympic, Paralympic, and Youth Sport Event
	September 16, 2009

	Remarks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute Annual Award Gala
	September 16, 2009

	Remarks on Missile Defense Systems in Europe
	September 17, 2009

	Remarks at the University of Maryland in College Park, Maryland
	September 17, 2009

	Remarks on Presenting Posthumously the Congressional Medal of Honor to Sergeant First Class Jared C. Monti
	September 17, 2009

	Videotaped Remarks on the Observance of Rosh Hashanah
	September 17, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Education Reform Legislation
	September 17, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	September 19, 2009

	Statement on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr
	September 19, 2009

	Remarks at Hudson Valley Community College in Troy, New York
	September 21, 2009

	Statement on Armenian National Day
	September 21, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten to Commit, or Support Terrorism
	September 21, 2009

	Remarks at the United Nations Climate Change Summit in New York City
	September 22, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel and President Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Authority in New York City
	September 22, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Hu Jintao of China in New York City
	September 22, 2009

	Remarks at the Fifth Annual Meeting of the Clinton Global Initiative in New York City
	September 22, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama of Japan in New York City
	September 23, 2009

	Remarks to the United Nations General Assembly in New York City
	September 23, 2009

	Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of the United Nations in New York City
	September 23, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia and an Exchange With Reporters in New York City
	September 23, 2009

	Remarks at the United Nations Security Council Summit on Nonproliferation and Nuclear Disarmament in New York City
	September 24, 2009

	Statement on the Appointment of Paul G. Kirk, Jr., as a United States Senator for Massachusetts
	September 24, 2009

	Remarks With President Nicolas Sarkozy of France and Prime Minister Gordon Brown of the United Kingdom in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
	September 25, 2009

	The President’s News Conference in Pittsburgh
	September 25, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	September 26, 2009

	Remarks at the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation Dinner
	September 26, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With North Atlantic Treaty Organization Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen
	September 29, 2009

	Remarks at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland
	September 30, 2009

	Statement on the Earthquake and Tsunami in the South Pacific Region
	September 30, 2009

	Statement on Senate Action on Energy Reform Legislation
	September 30, 2009

	Statement on the United Nations Security Council Resolution on the Protection of Women and Children in Conflict
	September 30, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic Governors Association Fundraiser
	October 1, 2009

	Remarks on the Natural Disasters in the South Pacific and Indonesia and the Situation in Iran
	October 1, 2009

	Statement on the Anniversary of the Birth of Mahatma Gandhi
	October 1, 2009

	Remarks to the International Olympic Committee in Copenhagen, Denmark
	October 2, 2009

	Remarks at a Question-and-Answer Session With Members of the International Olympic Committee in Copenhagen
	October 2, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen of Denmark in Copenhagen
	October 2, 2009

	Remarks on Arrival From Copenhagen
	October 2, 2009

	Statement on Senate Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	October 2, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 3, 2009

	Remarks on Health Care Reform
	October 5, 2009

	Remarks at the National Counterterrorism Center in McLean, Virginia
	October 6, 2009

	Statement on Storm and Flood Damage in the Philippines
	October 6, 2009

	Remarks on Presenting the National Medals of Science and National Medals of Technology and Innovation
	October 7, 2009

	Remarks at a White House Event Celebrating Scientific Exploration
	October 7, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the United States-India Nuclear Cooperation Approval and Nonproliferation Enhancement Act
	October 8, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of Wavier Certification Under the Clean Diamond Trade Act
	October 8, 2009

	Remarks on Winning the Nobel Peace Prize
	October 9, 2009

	Remarks on Consumer Financial Protection
	October 9, 2009

	Statement on the Canonization of Father Damien De Veuster
	October 9, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 10, 2009

	Remarks at the Human Rights Campaign Annual Dinner
	October 10, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero of Spain and an Exchange With Reporters
	October 13, 2009

	Remarks on Senate Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	October 13, 2009

	Remarks at PBS’s “Fiesta Latina: In Performance at the White House”
	October 13, 2009

	Remarks in Fairfax County, Virginia
	October 14, 2009

	Remarks on Signing an Executive Order Increasing Participation of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in Federal Programs
	October 14, 2009

	Remarks Celebrating the Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the United States Senate
	October 14, 2009

	Remarks at Martin Luther King, Jr. Charter School in New Orleans, Louisiana
	October 15, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in New Orleans
	October 15, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Dinner in San Francisco, California
	October 15, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Reception in San Francisco
	October 15, 2009

	Remarks on the 20th Anniversary of the Points of Light Institute in College Station, Texas
	October 16, 2009

	Remarks to Texas A&M University Marine Corps Cadets in College Station
	October 16, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Trade With Haiti
	October 16, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 17, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Significant Narcotic Traffickers Centered in Colombia
	October 16, 2009

	Remarks at Viers Mill Elementary School in Silver Spring, Maryland
	October 19, 2009

	Statement on the Situation in Sudan
	October 19, 2009  

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq
	October 20, 2009

	Remarks on Presenting the Presidential Unit Citation to Alpha Troop, 1st Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry
	October 20, 2009

	Remarks to Joint Terrorism Task Force Staff Members in New York City
	October 20, 2009

	Statement on the Presidential Election in Afghanistan
	October 20, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Situation in or in Relation to the Democratic Republic of the Congo
	October 20, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Dinner in New York City
	October 20, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in New York City
	October 20, 2009

	Remarks at Metropolitan Archives, LLC, in Landover, Maryland
	October 21, 2009

	Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Governor Jon S. Corzine in Hackensack, New Jersey
	October 21, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the Veterans Health Care Budget Reform and Transparency Act of 2009
	October 22, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Action on Legislation To Create the Consumer Financial Protection Agency
	October 22, 2009  

	Videotaped Remarks to the Israeli Presidential Conference: Facing Tomorrow 2009
	October 21, 2009

	Remarks at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge, Massachusetts
	October 23, 2009

	Remarks at a Reception for Governor Deval L. Patrick in Boston, Massachusetts
	October 23, 2009

	Remarks at a Fundraiser for Governor Deval L. Patrick in Boston
	October 23, 2009

	Remarks at a Fundraiser for Senator Christopher J. Dodd in Stamford, Connecticut
	October 23, 2009

	Statement on the 26th Anniversary of the Terrorist Attack on the United States Marine Corps Barracks in Beirut, Lebanon
	October 23, 2009

	Message to the Congress on the Declaration of a National Emergency With Respect to the 2009 H1N1 Influenza Pandemic
	October 23, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 24, 2009

	Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in Baghdad, Iraq
	October 25, 2009

	Remarks at Naval Air Station Jacksonville, Florida
	October 26, 2009

	Statement on the 15th Anniversary of the Jordan-Israel Peace Treaty
	October 26, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee and Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee Reception in Miami, Florida
	October 26, 2009

	Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee and Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee Dinner in Miami
	October 26, 2009

	Remarks at the DeSoto Next Generation Solar Energy Center in Arcadia, Florida
	October 27, 2009

	Remarks at a Rally for Gubernatorial Candidate R. Creigh Deeds in Norfolk, Virginia
	October 27, 2009

	Statement on Congressional Action on Legislation To Crack Down on Overseas Tax Havens
	October 27, 2009

	Message to the Congress on Continuation on the National Emergency With Respect to Sudan
	October 27, 2009

	Remarks on Presenting the Congressional Gold Medal to Former Senator Edward W. Brooke
	October 28, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the Cochairs of the President’s Intelligence Advisory Board and Senior Members of the Intelligence Community
	October 28, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010
	October 28, 2009

	Remarks on the Enactment of the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act
	October 28, 2009

	Remarks on Small Business and Health Care Reform
	October 29, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew of Singapore and an Exchange With Reporters
	October 29, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	October 29, 2009

	Statement on Czech Republic’s National Day
	October 28, 2009

	Statement on the Anniversary of the Founding of Turkey
	October 29, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment Extension Act of 2009
	October 30, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 31, 2009

	Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Governor Jon S. Corzine in Camden, New Jersey
	November 1, 2009

	Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Governor Jon S. Corzine in Newark, New Jersey
	November 1, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the President’s Economic Recovery Advisory Board
	November 2, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister John Fredrik Reinfeldt of Sweden
	November 2, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany
	November 3, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With European Union Leaders
	November 3, 2009

	Remarks to Students at James C. Wright Middle School in Madison, Wisconsin
	November 4, 2009

	Remarks at James C. Wright Middle School in Madison
	November 4, 2009

	Statement on the 30th Anniversary of the Seizure of the United States Embassy in Tehran, Iran
	November 4, 2009

	Remarks at a White House Event Celebrating Classical Music
	November 4, 2009

	Remarks at the Opening of the White House Tribal Nations Conference and a Discussion With Tribal Leaders
	November 5, 2009

	Remarks on House of Representatives Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	November 5, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Seretse Khama Ian Khama of Botswana
	November 5, 2009

	Remarks at the Closing of the White House Tribal Nations Conference
	November 5, 2009

	Remarks on Signing the Worker, Homeownership, and Business Assistance Act of 2009
	November 6, 2009

	Message to the Congress on the Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Weapons of Mass Destruction
	November 6, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	November 7, 2009

	Remarks on House of Representatives Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	November 7, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Health Care Reform Legislation
	November 7, 2009

	Remarks on House of Representatives Passage of Health Care Reform Legislation
	November 8, 2009

	Remarks at a Memorial Service at Fort Hood, Texas
	November 10, 2009

	Remarks at a Veterans Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia
	November 11, 2009

	Statement on Signing the Military Spouses Residency Relief Act
	November 11, 2009

	Memorandum on Inventory of Files Related to Fort Hood Shooting
	November 10, 2009

	Remarks on the National Economy
	November 12, 2009

	Remarks to Military Personnel and Their Families at Elmendorf Air Force Base in Anchorage, Alaska
	November 12, 2009

	Statement on a Business Roundtable Report on Health Care Reform
	November 12, 2009

	Statement on the Ukrainian Holodomor Remembrance Day
	November 13, 2009

	Joint Statement by the United States of America and Japan Toward a World Without Nuclear Weapons
	November 13, 2009

	Joint Statement by the United States of America and Japan on Climate Change Negotiations
	November 13, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama of Japan in Tokyo, Japan
	November 13, 2009

	Remarks in Tokyo
	November 14, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	November 14, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia in Singapore
	November 15, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With the Association of Southeast Asian Nations in Singapore
	November 15, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia in Singapore
	November 15, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Party Secretary of the Shanghai Municipal Committee Yu Zhengsheng in Shanghai, China
	November 16, 2009

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Shanghai
	November 16, 2009

	Statement on the Release of the 2008 Household Food Security Report
	November 16, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Hu Jintao of China in Beijing, China
	November 17, 2009

	Remarks Prior to an Expanded Meeting With President Hu Jintao of China in Beijing
	November 17, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Hu Jintao of China in Beijing
	November 17, 2009

	Joint Statement by the United States of America and the Republic of China
	November 17, 2009

	Joint Statement by the United States of America and the Republic of China on Clean Energy
	November 17, 2009

	Remarks During a Meeting With Premier Wen Jiabao of China in Beijing
	November 18, 2009

	Statement on Senate Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
	November 18, 2009

	Interview With Xiang Xi of the Southern Weekly in Beijing
	November 18, 2009

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Lee Myung-bak of South Korea in Seoul, South Korea
	November 19, 2009

	Remarks at Osan Air Base, South Korea
	November 19, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	November 21, 2009

	Remarks on the “Educate to Innovate” Campaign
	November 23, 2009

	Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting
	November 23, 2009

	Remarks at the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Award Ceremony
	November 23, 2009

	Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony for Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of India
	November 24, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of India
	November 24, 2009

	Joint Statement by the United States of America and India: Partnership for a Better World
	November 24, 2009

	Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of India
	November 24, 2009

	The President’s News Conference With President Lee Myung-bak of South Korea in South Korea
	November 19, 2009

	Remarks at the Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation Ceremony
	November 25, 2009

	Statement on Native American Heritage Day
	November 25, 2009

	Statement on Albanian Independence Day
	November 25, 2009

	Statement on Bosnia and Herzegovina National Day
	November 25, 2009

	Statement on the Death of Abe Pollin
	November 25, 2009

	Statement on the Hajj and Eid al-Adha
	November 25, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	November 26, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting an Alternative Plan for Pay Increases for Civilian Federal Employees
	November 30, 2009

	Statement on Romanian National Day
	December 1, 2009

	Statement on Central African Republic National Day
	December 1, 2009

	Remarks at the United States Military Academy at West Point, New York
	December 1, 2009

	Remarks at the Opening Session of the Jobs and Economic Growth Forum
	December 3, 2009

	Remarks at the Closing Session of the Jobs and Economic Growth Forum and a Question-and-Answer Session
	December 3, 2009

	Remarks on Lighting the National Christmas Tree
	December 3, 2009

	Remarks at Lehigh Carbon Community College and a Question-and-Answer Session in Allentown, Pennsylvania
	December 4, 2009

	Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia on the Expiration of the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
	December 4, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 5, 2009

	Remarks at the Kennedy Center Honors Reception
	December 6, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey and an Exchange With Reporters
	December 7, 2009

	Remarks on the National Economy
	December 8, 2009

	Statement on the Settlement of the Cobell Class-Action Lawsuit on Indian Trust Management
	December 8, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Congressional Leaders
	December 9, 2009

	Remarks on Community Health Centers
	December 9, 2009

	Exchange With Reporters in Oslo, Norway
	December 10, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg of Norway and an Exchange With Reporters in Oslo
	December 10, 2009

	Remarks on Accepting the Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo
	December 10, 2009

	Remarks at the Nobel Banquet in Oslo
	December 10, 2009

	Statement on the Observance of Hanukkah
	December 11, 2009

	Memorandum on Eleventh Quadrennial Review of Military Compensation
	December 11, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 12, 2009

	Remarks at “Christmas in Washington”
	December 13, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Leaders of the Financial Services Industry
	December 14, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Michel Sleiman of Lebanon and an Exchange With Reporters
	December 14, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Members of the Business Community in Alexandria, Virginia
	December 15, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Senate Democrats on Health Care Reform
	December 15, 2009

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Jobs Creation Legislation
	December 16, 2009

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Global Deployments of United States Combat-Equipped Armed Forces
	December 16, 2009

	Remarks at a Plenary Session of the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen, Denmark
	December 18, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia in Copenhagen
	December 18, 2009

	Statement on the Observance of the Hmong New Year
	December 18, 2009

	The President’s News Conference in Copenhagen
	December 18, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 19, 2009

	Remarks on Health Care Reform and Climate Change
	December 19, 2009

	Remarks on Presenting the Securing Americans Value and Efficiency Award
	December 21, 2009

	Remarks at the Boys and Girls Club of Greater Washington
	December 21, 2009

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Community Lenders and an Exchange With Reporters
	December 22, 2009

	Statement on the Death of Ann Nixon Cooper
	December 22, 2009

	Remarks on Senate Passage of Health Care Reform Legislation and an Exchange With Reporters
	December 24, 2009

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 24, 2009

	Statement on the Death of Percy Sutton
	December 27, 2009

	Remarks in Kaneohe, Hawaii
	December 28, 2009

	Statement on the Observance of Kwanzaa
	December 28, 2009

	Remarks in Kaneohe
	December 29, 2009

	Memorandum on Aviation Screening Technology and Procedures Review
	December 29, 2009

	Memorandum on Inventory of Watchlisting Files and Procedures Review
	December 29, 2009

	Message to the Congress on the Generalized System of Preferences
	December 23, 2009

	Memorandum of Disapproval for Legislation Continuing Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2010
	December 30, 2009

	Statement on Preliminary Assessments From Reviews Ordered on the Christmas Day Terrorist Attack
	December 31, 2009

	Message to the Central Intelligence Agency on the Terrorist Attack in Khost Province, Afghanistan
	December 31, 2009

	Appendix A—Digest of Other White House Announcements
	Appendix B—Nominations Submitted to the Senate
	Appendix C—Checklist of White House Press Releases
	Appendix D—Presidential Documents Published in the Federal Register
	Subject Index
	Name Index
	Document Categories List

		Superintendent of Documents
	2013-09-09T09:15:58-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




